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class coalition which might have achieved its end by being
permanently in power was a clear statement of policy in favour
of that particular coalition, and that meant the break-up of the
Centrum-Socialist coalition in Prussia. That was precisely what
the party managers of the Centrum were not prepared to do;
its preservation was indeed essential to the unity of the
party.
The result was that once again the dissolution meant nothing
to the nation. It was indeed asked to approve the government's
firmness by voting for the government parties, but there was no
government appeal, no government campaign. Each party pre-
pared for the battle as if there never had been and never could
be such a thing as a coalition in Germany. In the end the electoral
battle degenerated into a mere struggle to keep votes from the
extremists, and the only point of interest was how many seats the
extremists would get.
To both the Communists and the National Socialists the election
was the opportunity for which they had long been clamouring.
Both set themselves resolutely to gather in the floating vote. The
Communists, still flushed with the success of 1928 and with the
confirmation of that success at local elections, did not hope to
make any great impression on the solid Socialist phalanx; their
appeal was to the desperate elements of the middle class and to
the new voter, particularly the young voter. The National Socialists,
on the other hand, had unbounded opportunities. Not merely were
they appealing to the middle class, but they were appealing against
Hugenberg to the Nationalists with the claim that on all great
issues they alone had represented steadily and uncompromisingly
the "national" view; and if one accepted their definition of the
"national" view the claim was easily justified. There was no
attempt to gain the votes of the Left, no attempt to fight Com-
munism. Recent elections had fully justified the policy of a dead
set at the parties which also called themselves "national," and
had shown Germany that what was taking place was a great
attack on the middle-class parties, an attack which was none the
less effective for not being concerted. In the Bavarian elections
of 1928 the only gainers had been National Socialists, Socialists,

